
Matt and Lori Coleman 
 

If ever there was a “Marshall High School Couple,” they are Matt and Lori Coleman. 
The two are Illinois natives who fell in love, moved to Marshall, raised their family and 

in the process cast their roots deep into the soil of Marshall and Marshall Public Schools. 
The two attended Bethany High School in Bethany, Ill., where they knew each other. It 

wasn’t a classic high school sweetheart relationship — the embers glowed for a few years 
— but it’s close. 

Matt received a degree in animal science from the University of Illinois, while Lori 
earned an applied science degree in child care/teacher’s aid from Lakeland Community 
College in Mattoon, Ill. 

Matt was looking for a job in the livestock industry, and, through a friend, found a 
position with John Morrell in Sioux Falls, S.D. Now known as Smithfield, a regional position 
opened up in Marshall, and the couple moved to the community in 1986.  

Matt is a hog procurement manager for Smithfield Foods. Lori has been “watching kids 
for 45 years, but I’ve been doing daycare for 32 years,” she said. 

“I started watching kids when I was 10 years old,” she explained. “I lived in the country, 
so I’d watch neighbor kids, kids from church, where I worked in the nursery.” 

Chances are if there’s a Marshall athletic event, you’ll see the Colemans. They are big 
Marshall Tiger fans, and have volunteered in many capacities over the years while raising 
their three daughters. 

“We love going to events,” said Matt. “We love watching the kids perform.” 
Lori said it’s especially fun “watching kids I cared for as infants. My favorites are 

football and Pursuit of Excellence marching band.” 
Matt is on the school board in Marshall, and is carrying on a family tradition. His father 

was a school board member in Illinois, and recently, when his grandfather died, “we found 
some old papers, minutes from the first school board meeting at Bethany in 1895, so that 
was interesting,” he said. 

Their children are Joni (and Jamie) Seitzer, Mankato; Katie (and Cody) Burington, 
Fargo, N.D.; and Lindsay, who is engaged to Derek Thompson. They will wed in July, 2017. 

Lindsay and Derek will make their home in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
They have two grandchildren, and one due in May. 
Ask them what they like about Marshall, and they give different reasons, with common 

threads. Basically, it’s the people, the type of community Marshall is, the quality of schools 
in the community, and the concern citizens have for one another. 

Matt also serves on the Marshall Community Services Advisory Board, and was 
recently elected to the Southwest/West Central Service Cooperative board. He also delivers 
snacks on Friday afternoons to Parkside Elementary students for the Food4Kids program; 
is a past president of the Southwest Swim Club; and runs the clock for high school and club 
meets. 

He is also an aspiring thespian, and has spent the past 17 summers as part of the Laura 
Ingalls Wilder pageant in Walnut Grove. “Two of my daughters — Joni, then later Lindsay 
— were in the pageant, so I’d take them there. I thought I might as well become involved,” 
he said. 

They have been very active in the Cornerstone United Methodist Church, where Matt 
serves as lay leader. He was a co-chair of the merger team that facilitated the combining of 



Albright and Wesley United Methodist churches, named Cornerstone UMC. Lori served as 
Sunday School superintendent, as well as on many committees.   

“We were invited to church by Calvin and Mildred Klein, when it was Wesley United 
Methodist,” said Matt. “We’ve been active ever since.” 

The two do so many things behind the scenes — things that go unnoticed to most, but 
which are appreciated by those putting on events associated with Marshall Public Schools. 

“We’ve lived here longer than anywhere,” said Matt. “We are blessed to be in Marshall. 
The girls were involved with so many things, and so we got involved. It’s just progressed.” 

Lori loves the sense of community in Marshall, and is a familiar figure at many events. 
It’s a pretty good bet, too, she’s wearing shorts. “I love the winter, and I wear shorts. It’s 
only cold out for a short while,” she said. 

The “Marshall High School Couple” are very humbled for the award, and thankful to be 
recognized for their good works by their friends within the community. 
 


